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I take this occasion to send you my warmest
greetings and sincere good wishes for your
continued good health and success.

It has, indeed, been too long since I last had
the pleasure of meeting you to discuss the

many subjects of mutual interest and concern.

I look forward to the earliest opportunity to

do so as I always value your counsel and treasure
our friendship.

It is in the spirit of friendship, confidence

and trust, which we share, that I permit myself
to presume, for the first time, upon your
tolerance and to address the subject of the
impending visit to London of His Majesty King
Hassan II of Morocco, heading the Arab Delegation
representing the Fez Summit.

Although many mutual friends have approached me
in the hope that I may raise this subject with
you, I do so now, however, out of my personal
conviction and for no other reason. I believe

it to be firmly in our mutual interest and in the
interest of strengthening British/Arab relations,
as well as in the interests of those committed to
the cause of a just and durable peace in the area,
to recommend and plead with you most urgently and
strongly that the time has come, particularly when
the Summit Delegation visits London, for you to
receive amongst its members the representative of
the Palestinian Liberation Organization.

Dear friend, if you should do so you would be
receiving the Arab Summit's mission representing,
for the first time, the total Arab consensus and
commitment for peace. You would be encouraging

this totally positive trend and direction within the
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Arab world and the P.L.O., as it represents the '
long suffering Palestinian people and their
yearning for a life of dignity and peace, as
well as the right of all in the area to such

a life and future.

The eight points of the Fez Summit are derived
totally from the United Nations and Security
Council resolutions in spirit and in word. The
concept of two states, a Jewish State and a
Palestinian State of the Partition Plan, now
referred to as Israel and Palestine, is the

only foundation of Israel's legitimacy at the
international and legal levels. The famous British
Security Council Resolution 242 emphasized the
principle of the inadmissibility of acquisition

of territory by force; the rights of all followers
of the three great monotheistic religions in

their Holy Places; the right of return or compen-
sation for the Palestinians; and the right of all
in the area to live in peace and security. The
same principle was upheld by Britain in the
Falklands under your wise and courageous leadership
with our total support.

The P.L.O. leadership is committed in our discussions
to all these foundations for peace. What is the
wisdom then in questioning this commitment to the
principles we have all long sought to uphold? How
can we resolve the Palestinian problem in the absence
of the Palestinians? And what right do we have to
deny them the right to be amongst the foremost to
seek the establishment of a just and durable peace
when they are the main aggrieved party, and when

they have joined the entire Arab Family, as they

did at Fez, in the clearest commitment to the cause
of peace?

It is, indeed, sad that in our world we tend to

name a people’s struggle for their rights differently,
and thus a people may be called freedom fighters,
members of a resistance movement, mujahideen, or
terrorists, by different people at the same time.

The fact is that a State, such as Israel, established
through the use of force, still practices large

scale and indiscriminate terrorism and denies the
rights of others to self-determination. The
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Palestinians deserve to be recognized in terms
of their clear rights. It is through their pro-
longed suffering that they have been encouraged
by the world to move for peace and human dignity,
both for themselves and others. They have taken
great steps in that direction which deserve our
recognition and encouragement.

As you are fully aware, we are steadily moving

to organize future Jordanian/Palestinian relations.
The question of specific Palestinian recognition
of the reality of Israel and Israel's rights, in
addition to the P.L.O.'s commitment at Fez, is
agreed in principle. Yet, Prime Minister, to be
fair, and you are always fair, Israel should
simultaneously be convinced to recognize the
legitimate Palestinians rights on Palestinian soil.
Nothing could be more meaningful or constructive
than meeting P.L.O. representatives at this stage
to encourage Palestinian positiveness so that
obstacles may be removed from the path of peace.

Prime Minister, I have just returned from France
where I headed the same group, in our talks with

the President, that I shall shortly be leading to
the Soviet Union and China, at which point this
phase of combined Arab diplomacy, emanating from the
Fez Summit, will be concluded.

I know that if the P.L.0. are to be excluded from

the group headed by His Majesty King Hassan, when
they have the opportunity to meet with you, then

the P.L.O. would not come to London in the first
place. I also know that other Foreign Ministers of
Arab States would feel that their presence on the
mission, under those circumstances, would be out of
place. Under those circumstances your position would,
unfortunately, appear to be a deliberate affront to
the entire Arab world as represented by the Summit
and the mission representing it from Fez. It would,
indeed, be unfortunate if a crisis in relations
resulted with all the damage it would cause to all,
particularly when we need, dear Prime Minister, to
work so closely together in the times ahead to achieve
the just, honourable and lasting peace in the area
which is our mutual objective and to which we are
dedicated.
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With all these realities and so much at stake,

I felt it imperative that I write to you to
request your understanding and kind consideration
of the matter. I pray to God that he may guide
your steps always.

nfa..ov'l_

(U oper Lrincere Frrens.
T

The Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.P.

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain & Northern Ireland
10 Downing Street

London S.W.1

England
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BEGINS,

UEAR PRINE HHINISTER

| TAKE THIS OCCASION TO SENID YOU MY VARNEST GREETINGS AND SINCERE
GOOL WISHES FOR YOUR CONTINUED GOOD HEALTH AitD SUCCESS.,

IT HAS, INDEED, BEEN TOO LONG SINCE | LAST HAD THE PLEASURE oF
WEETING YOU TO DISCUSS THE MAHY SUBJECTS OF MUTUAL ILTEREST ANE:
CONCERN. | LOOK FORVWARD TO THE EARLIEST OPPORTUEITY To Lo SC AS

| ALYAYS VALUE YOUR COUNSEL AND TREASUPE OUR FRIENDSH|P.

IT IS IK THE SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP, COMFIDENCE AND TRUST, WHICH wE
SHARE, THAT | PERMIT MYSELF TOQ PRESUME, FOP THE FIPST TIME, uPON
YOUR TOLERANCE AKD TO ADDRESS THE SUDJECT OF THE [|MPEND|HG VISIT
TO LONDON OF HIS MAJESTY XING HASSAN || OF P.OROCCO, HEADING THE
ARAB DELEGATION REPRESENTING THE FEZ SUNMIT.

ALTHOUGH MANY RUTUAL FRIENDS HAVE APPROACHED ME 1N THE HOPE TuaT

| MAY RAISE THIS SUBJECT WITH YOU, | DO SO MO, HOWEVER, CUT OF

HY PERSONAL COMVICTION AND FOR NO OTHER REASOM. | BELIEVE IT TO
SE FIRNLY IN OUR MUTUAL INTEREST AND IN THE INTEPEST OF STRENGTHEN 146G
ERITISH/ARAL RELATIONS, AS WELL AS IN THE INTERESTS OF THOSE
COMHITTED TO THE CAUSE OF A JUST AND DURABLE PEACE IN THE AREA, TO
RECCMMEND AND PLEAD WITH YOU MGST URGENTLY AND STROMGLY THAT THE
TIfIE HAS COME, PARTICULARLY WHEM THE SUMMIT DELEGATION VISITS
LONDON, FOR YOU TO RECEIVE AMONGST ITS MEMBERS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF
THE PALESTINIAN LIEERATION ORGAMIZATION.

DEAR FRIEHD, IF YOU SHOULD DO SO YOU WOULD BE RECEIVINC THE ARAD
SUKHIT'S MISSION REPRESENTING, FOR THE FIRST TINE, THE TOTAL

ARAB CONSENSUS AND CONMITHMENT FOR PEACE. YOU VCULD PE ENCOUPAGING
THIS TOTALLY POSITIVE TREKD AND DIRECTION WITHIE THE ARAE WORLD
AND THE P.L.0., AS IT REPRESENTS THE LONG SUFFERING PALESTIE AN
PEOPLE ALD THEI® YEARMING FOR A LIFE OF TIGUITY AT PEACE, £T VELL
AS THE RICHT OF ALL IN THE ARSA TO, SUCH A LIFE &ND FUTUSE,

THE S1GAT POIKTS OF THE FEZ SUIWMIT ARE DERIVED TOTALLY F20M THE
UMITED HATIONS AND SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTIONS IN SPIRIT AND (M
WORD. THE CONCEPT OF TWO STATES, A JEWISH STATE AND A PALESTINIAN
STATE OF THE PARTITION PLAN, NOV REFERRED TO AS ISFAEL AMD PALESTIEE,
IS THE ONLY FOUNDATICH OF ISFAEL'S LEGITIMACY AT THE INTEREAT 1ONAL
AND LEGAL LEVELS. THE FAHOUS EPITISH PRINCIPLE OF THE
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INADMISSIBILITY OF ACQUISITION OF TERPITORY BY FNRCE SEMICLY THE
KIGHTS OF ALL FOLLOWERS OF THE THREE GREAT MONOTHEISTIC BEL(G|ONS
IN THEIR HOLY PLACES SEMICLY THE FIGHT OF RETURN OF COMPENSATIGH
FOR THE PALESTINIANS SEMICLN ALD THE RIGHT OF ALL IN THE APEA TO
LIVE IN PEACE AND SECURITY. THE SANE PRINCIPLE WAS UPHELD BY
BRITAIN IN THE FALKLANLS UNDER YOUR V1SE AND COURAGEOUS LEADERSH|P
\ITH OUR TOTAL SUPPORT. .

THE P.L.O. LEADERSHIP IS COMMITTED IN OUR DISCUSSIONS TO ALL THESE
FOUKDATIONS FOR PEACE. WHAT IS THE WISDOM THEN IN QUESTIONING THIS
COMMITMENT TO THE PRINCIPLES WE HAVE ALL LONG SCUGHT TO UPHOLD?  HOW
CAN WE RESOLVE THE PALESTINIAN PRORLEM |l THE AESENCE OF THE
PALESTINIANS? AND WHAT RIGHT DO WE HAVE TO DENY THEM THE RIGHT T9
EE ANONGST THE FORENOST TO SEEK THE ESTAPLISHMENT OF A JUST ARD
DURABLE PEACE WHEM THEY ARE THE MAIN AGGRIEVED PARTY, AND WHEN
THEY HAVE JOINED THE ENTIRE ARAE FAMILY, AS THEY DID AT FEZ, IN
THE CLEAREST COMMITHENT TO THE CAUSE OF PEACE?

IT IS, INDEED, SAD THAT IN OUR WOPLD WE TEND TO NAME A PEOFLE'S
STRUGGLE FOR THEIR RICHTS DIFFERENTLY, AND THUS A PEOPLE MAY PE
CALLED FREELOI! FIGHTERS, MEMBERS OF A RESISTANCE VMOVEREHT,
MUJAHIDEEN, OR TERRORISTS, BY DIFFERENT PEOPLE AT THE SALE TIME.
THE FACT IS THATOA STATE, SUCH AS ISRAEL, ESTABLISHED THROUGH THE
USE OF FORCE, STILL PRACTISES LARGE-SCALE AND INDISCRIiINATE
TERRORISM AND DENIES THE RIGHTS OF OTHERS TO SELF-DETER!|NATION.
THE PALESTIN|ANS DESERVE TO BE RECOGNIZED IN TERMS OF THE IF

CLEAR RIGHTS. IT IS THROUGH THE IR PPOLONGED SUFFERING THAT THEY
HAVE BEEN ENCOURAGED BY THE WORLL TO MOVE FOR PEACE AND HUPAN

DIGNITY, BOTH FOR THEMSELVES AND OTHERS. THEY HAVE TAKEN CREAT

STEPS IN THAT DIRECTION WHICH DESERVE OUR RECOGNITION AND ENCOURAGE-
MENT. 3

AS YOU ARE FULLY A\'.’QRE, WE ARE STEADILY MCVING TO ORGAMNIZE FUTURE
JORDAN |AN/PALEST INIANS RELATIONS. THE QUESTION OF SPECIFIC
PALESTINIAN RECOGNITION OF THE REALITY OF ISRAEL AND

ISRAEL'S PIGHTS, Ik ADDITION TO THE P.L.0.'S COMMITHEXT AT FEZ, 1S
AGREED IN PRINCIPLE. YET, PRIME MINISTER, TO BE FAIR, AND YOU

ARE ALWAYS FAIR, ISRAEL SHOULD SIMULTAMEQUSLY 2E CONVINCED TO
RECOGNIZE THE LEGITIMATE PALESTIU1ANS RIGHTS ON PALESTINIAN SOIL.
NOTHING COULD EE MORE MEANIHGFUL OR COMSTRUCTIVE THAN MEETING
P.L.0. REPRESENTATIVES AT THIS STAGCE TO EHNCOURAGE PALESTIM|AY
POSITIVENESS SO THAT OBSTACLES itAY BE REMOVED FRON THE PATH OF
PEACE.

PRIME MINISTER, | HAVE JUST PETURMED FROM FPANCE VHEDE | HEADED
THE SANE GROUP, IN OUR TALKS WITH THE PRESIDENT, THAT | SHALL
SHORTLY BE LEADING TO THE SOVIET UNMION AND CHINA, AT WHICH POINT
THIS PHASE OF COMBINED ARAS DIPLC:"EACY. EMANATANG FEQI* THE FEZ
SUMMIT, VILL BE COMCLUDED.

| KNOW THAT IF THE P.L.O. ARE TO 2E EXCLUDED FROM THE GRGUP HEADCL
BY HIS MAJEST KING HASSAN, WHEN THEY HAVE THE OFPORTUNITY TO MEET
WITH YOU, THEK THE P.L.0. WOULD NOT COME TO LONDON IN THE FIRST
PLACE. | ALSO KNOYW THAT OTHER FOREIGN MINISTERS OF ARAR STATES
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WOULD FEEL THAT THEIR PRESENCE ON THE i1SSI0M, UNDER THOSE
CL_'F?CU:*‘STAHCES, WOULD BE: OUT OF PLACE. UMIDER THOSE CIRCUMSTANICES
YOUR POSITION WOULD, UNFORTUNATELY, APPEAR TO FE A DEL |RERATE
AFFRONT TO THE EHTIRE APAB YORLD AS REPRESENTED DY THE SUNMMIT ARD
THE MISSION REPRESENTING IT FROM FEZ. IT WYOULD, INDEED, 32t
ULFORTUMATE IF A CRISIS 1IN RELATICONS RESULTED YITH ALL THE DAMACE IT
LWOULD CAUSE TO ALL, PAPTICULARLY WHEN VE NEED, DEAR PPIME MINISTER,
TG WORK SO CLOSELY TOGETHER |4 THE TIMES AHEAD TO ACHIEVE THE

JUST, HCNOURAZLE AKD LASTINGC PEACE IN THE APEA WHICH 1S 0UR

MUTUAL OBJECTIVE AND TO WHICH WE ARE DEDICATED.

WITH ALL THESE REALITIES AND SO MUCH AT STAKE, | FELT IT IMPERAT|VE
THAT | WRITE TO YOU TD REQUEST YOUR UHDERSTANDING AMD KIND
CONSIDERATION OF THE ATTER. | PRAY TO GOD THAT HE MAY GUIJDE YOUR
STEPS ALWAYS.

| AM

YOUR SINCERE FRIEND,

HUSSE I N
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CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH
6 December 1982
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King Hussein's Message to the Prime Minister

I enclose the signed original of King
Hussein's letter of 22 November to the Prime
Minister about the visit to London of the Arab
League Delegation. The text of the letter was
contained in Amman telegram No 548 of
22 November, a py of which was enclosed with
my letter of 28 November.

Yon e

Hke

Private Secretary

(J E Holmes)

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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