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WAS {NTERESTED TO READ THIS ACCOUNT OF wWHAT CHEYSSOM HAD SALD
ABGUT THE MEED TO APPROACH THE RUSSIANS A30UT A UN PRESENCE IN
BEIRUT. | HAYE NOT SPOKEN TO THE ITALIANS ABOUT THIS, BUT | HAVE
THE IMPRESSION THAT ANDREOTT| WOULD FIND AN APPROACH TO THE SOVIET
IMPRESS
GOVERNMENT DESIGNED TO FACILITATE THE PASSAGE OF A NEW UN SECURITY
RESOLUTION THE RATIOMAL WAY OF DEAL NS WITH THE PROBLEM. THE
ITALIANS FEEL (NCREASINGLY EXPOSED (N LEBANCH, AND AS YOU WILL HAVE
SEEN HAVE NOW DECIDED TO REDUCE SUBSTANTIALLY THE NUMBER OF THEIR
TROOPS. THERE |S A GEMERAL FEELING THAT HWAD THE IRANIAN TERRORISTS
ATTACKED THE ITALIANS RATHER THAN THE FRENCH AMD AMER|CANS, THE
ITALIAN CONTINGENT WOULD HAVE LEFT BY NOW. YET ITALY, LiKE THE OTHER
MNF PARTNERS, IS RELUCTANT TO WiTHDRAW IN THE FACE OF EXISTING U S
OPPOSITION. A DIPLOMATIC APPROACH TO THE RUSSIANS MiGHT BE THE
33V I0US ROUTE TO AMDREOTTI, AND wWOULD ALSO 3E WELCOME TO SPADOLIMI,
JHO HAS FOR TIME WANT 0 SEE MORE UM INVOLVEMENT,
PRESUME FOR OURSELVES,
WHETHER WE TRY TO RSYAD HE U § GOVERNMENT TO BE ASSOC-
d1TH AN ENQUIRY IN MOSCO F | AM PIGHT N DBELIEYING THAT
JOULD TNSTINCTIVELY OPPOSE ANY MOVE WH{CH INCREASED THE ROLE

HE MIDDLE EQST, I MG 3E OPEM TO BRITAIN AND (TALY

GIVE SOME DISCREET ENCOURAGEMEMT TO THE FRENCH TO COMTINUE THEIR
EXISTING CONTACTS WITH THE RUSSIAN
T0 iLLJJquTE THE KIND OF APPROACH i ¥ M{GHT BE MADE,

THE THREE

=
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PARTICIPANTS N THE MNF HAD (Tt aEY JERE SURE) MO DESIPE TO
BECOME |MYCLVED 1IN FIGHTING, IN NDING THEIR CONTINGENTS TO THE
LEBANON, THEIR MOTIVES HAD BEEN S ENMCOURAGE THE PROCESS CF
INTERNAL PACIFICATION, WHICH THEY HO WAS POSSIBLE N THE CIRCUM=
STANCES A YEAR AGO. THESE HOPES B ) DD“l“TL 3UT

« (THDRAW THESE FORCES NOW WOULD SOLVE

AGGRAVATE THE SITUATION, 3Y CAUSING ¢

HER NORTHERN LEDANON,
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R SUGGESTION, N
(TY OF MINE. BUT | PUT FORWARD
E TO SPEAK VERY INFORMALLY TO
THAT BUT wOULD HAVE TO GO BEFORE
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