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SAV NG BRITFORLER
YOUR TELHO 5523 LEBANON - CEASEF IRE CoOMMITTEE

1. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS IN YCUR PARAGRAPH 3 ARE A5
FOLLOWS:

(A) THE CEASEFIRE COMMITTEE FORESAW THE MEED SOME wEEKS AGO
FOR A YIOLATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE WHICH WOULD PROYIDE A PEPMARENT
MECHABIS® BY wHICH [NCIDENTS AND VICLATIOMS OF THE CEASEF |RE'COULD
BE RcsPONDED TO OM TAE SPOT. HENCE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE
—t
SUB-COMMTTEE SKOULD FUNCTION ROUMD THE CLOCK, THIS PROMPTED TH
——
LEBARESE REQUEST TO US AND THE {TALIANS N OCTOBER/MOVEMBER TO SHARE
- - =
THE TASK OF GUARDIRE TAE TRAD BAAK O HOURS A DAY, THE NEED FOR
Fees—,e
A YIOLATIONS SUB=COMMITTEE ON THIS BAS|S HAS BEEN STRENGTMENED
FOLLOWING THE RE=DEF INITION OF THE ROLE OF THE MAIN CEASEFIPE
COMMITTEE AT THE DAMASCUS MEETING ON 16 DECEMBER (PARA 2 OF MY TELNG
SIC 19 OF 24 DECEMBER).

(B} AT PRESENT, WHEN INCIDENTS OCCuR OUT OF MEETING HOURS,
THE MEMBERS OF THE CEASEF IRE COMMITTEE TRY TO COPE wWITH THEM
BY TELEPHOME COMMUN|CATION WITHQUT ANY CENTRAL FOCAL POINT, THE
VIOLATIONS SUB—COMMITTEE N A FIXED LOCAT{OM (S DESIGNED TO PROVIDE
THIS,.

{C) THE CEASEF|RE COMMITTEE'S F|2ST CHOICE FOR LOCATING THE
VIOLATIONS SUB=COMM|TTEE REMAINS THE TRAD BANK, HOWEVER, SINCE WE
AND THE ITALIANS ARE NOT ABLE (OR wILLING) TO PROVIDE GUARDING AT
THE BYILDING TO ENABLE THE SUB=COMMITTEE TO FUNCTI04 THERE ROUND
THE CLOCX, SITING IT AT AL WADATH SEEMS TO THE COMMITTEE THE NEXT
BEST OPTION. OTHER LOCATIONS, EG THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE, THE
AIRPORT AND THE OLD MINISTRY OF MEALTH BUILDING MEAR THE MUSEUM
(YHERE THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR GENEVA MET |N OCTOBER) HAVE
BEEN REJECTED A DTABLE R _CIHE THE 94AR




AS UMACCEPTABLE 1Y OME OR OTHER OF THE
HOUR GUARDING BY 1 MHF wOULD STILL BE R

PARTIES. 1%
EJUIRED.

CURITY ARRANGEMENTS HAVE . BEEN FULLY WORKED

ERITFORLES i SAG &1 | A PART OF H|1S BASE

10 CRCXENG

RS OF THE 3”3—:-'”"- £ (EIGHT =

JOULD ROTAT

ESCORTING EACH GROUP OF 3 TO

113=00NM  TTEE
ECEIVE YISITORS (OTHER THAM PERHAPS
OMM|TTEE MEMBERS), THEY EXPECT TO N0 THEIR wOPK
RADIO. THE REQUIREMENT TD PEOVIDE PARKING FACILITIES SPHOULD
THEREFORE - iD EXPECTED VYEHICLES'' wOULD BE DEALT W
IN THE : ARY VOUNEXPECTED VYEHICLES'Y,

(E) FERGUSON PRCPOSES TO ALLGCATE TO THE SUBSCOMMITTES AH
UNGCCUPIED ROOM [H FLOOR OF HIS BASE N THE wWiN
USED 3Y HIS LEBANESE LIAISON OFF ICERS, THE SUB=-COMMITTEE wWILL THUS
NOT BE TAKING UP SPACE wHICH wWOULD OTHERWISE BY USED ‘Y SRITFOPLEB
FOR RECREAT IOMAL PURPOSES,

2., FERGUSON HAS ALREADY PUT THE SUGGESTIONS M (D) AN
INFORMALLY TO THE CEASEF |RE COMMITTEE, WHMO HAVE BROADLY
THEM, HE HAS ALSO D}SCUS N GENEPAL TEAMS THE PROPOSAL
W15 SUCCESSCR, BUT wILL URIEF HiM MORE FULLY ON ARRIVAL.

3. IF THIS PROPOSAL PRES

AN ALTERNATIVE STRATESY WGULD BE TO

MORE CCOPERAT IVE OVER GUARDING THE TRAD 2AMK

THE LEBANESE UNDERSTAND THAT 2RITFORLED ARE NMOT EQUIPSED FNB
GUARDING DUTIES. THE [TALIANS APPEAR MOT 70. BOTH THE JTAL|IANM
AMEASSADOR AND FORCE COMMAMDE® TELL US THAT THE ISSUE 1S CURRENT
YERY DIFFICULT FOR THEIR GOVERNMENT \F YOU DECIDE TO PURSUE
OURSE, | RECOMMEND THAT ACTION wWiTH THE ITALIANS BE TAKEN [N NOME
LOHDON RATHER THAN HERE.

—, ==

b, ON TiMING, THE LEBAMESE ARE MOT READY TO PUT

PROPOSAL TG US BECAUSE THME PSP HAVE NOT YET ASSEN

| SUSPECT THAT THE EVENTS OF 24=26 DECEMBEP WiLL HAVE MAT
AGREEMENT MORE DIFF ICULT FOR THEM. IF THEY TURN IT ﬂﬁwn, AMAL

ARE LIKELY TO FOLLOW SUIT, NONETHELESS, | CONSID THAT IT

WOULD STILL BE RIGHT TO HAVE AN ANSWER READY (N THE EVENT THAT THE
LEBSANESE DO PUT A FOMAL REQUEST TD US.

PALMER
3T
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TELEGRAM NUMBER 552 OF 27 DECEMBER
INFO IMMEDTATE WASHINGTON, PARIS, ROME
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YOUR TELNO SIC19E TO RESIDENT CLERK (NCW BEING REPEATED FOR
COPY ADDRESSEES): LEBANON CEASE-FIRE COMMITTEE
1. WE ARE NATURALLY KEEN TO BE HELPFUL OVER ANY REQUEST
WHICH COULD CONTRIBUTE T0 REDUCING THE LEVEL CF VIOLENCE AND
HENCE CONTRIBUTE TO PEACE-MAKING IN LEBANON. WE MUST, HOWEVER,
IN THE PRESENT DANGEROUS SITUATION TAKE ALL POSSIBLE PRECAUTTIONS
TO ENSURE THAT ANY NEW DEPARTURES DO NOT CONTRADICT OUR OVERALL
POLITICAL AND MILITARY STANCE AND THOSE OF OUR MNP PARTNERS.
DECTSIONS ON MATTERS OF THIS KIND HAVE TO BE TAKEN AT THE
HIGHEST LEVEL.
2. A GOOD DEAL MUST ALSO CLEARLY DEPEND ON THE FORM AND
SOURCE OF THE FORMAL REQUEST WHICH YOU WILL ULTIMATELY RECEIVE
AND THE POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT AT THE TIME.
3. AGAINST THIS BACXGROUND, WE SHOULD WELCOME CLARIFICATION
OF THE FOLLOWING POINTS.

WHY IS IT CONSIDERED NECESSARY FOR THE NEW SUB-

'EA)
)o 'Lj‘}‘\ N COMMITTEE TO MEET ON A 24-HOUR BASIS? A 24-HOUR
»wM,Lﬁé}ﬁ— 3YSTEM COULD BE LESS EFFECTIVE BY REMOVING NATURAL
- UU“””L—

DEADLINES AND THUS REDUCING TIME PRESSURES FOR
AGRZEMENT. MORE MEETING TIME MIGHT DELIVER LESS AND
NOT (NOT) MORE AGREEMENT.
_(B) DEPENDING ON THE ANSWERS TO (A), WHY SHOULD THE SUB-
COMMITTEE NOT MEET AT THE TRAD BANK OR SOME OTHER
VENUE THAN INSIDE BRITFORLEB'S HQ? WHAT ALTERNATIVES

7 wA C HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED?

L (C) BAVE THE SECURITY ARRANGEMENTS BEEN FULLY WORKED OUT,
P

’_“/J-W NOTABLY THE REQUIREMENT FOR CONTROL AND PARKING AT A

I i
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SAFE DISTANCE OF VEHICLES ARRIVING AND DEPARTING
THROUGHOUT THE NIGHT? UNEXPECTED VEHICLES AND
VISITORS WOULD ALSO HAVE TO BE CATERED FOR. ALL THIS
WOULD SEEM TO REQUIRE A SUBSTANTIAL DEGREE OF EFFORT:
COMMANDER BRITFORLEB HAS PRESUMABLY ALSO PUT HIS
SUCCESSOR IN THE PICTURE.

WOULD THE CONSTANT PRESENCE OF “SUB-COMMITTEE MEMBERS

IN PRACTICE MAKE BRITFORLEB HQ NOT USUABLE FOR OFF=~
DUTY PURPOSES AND THUS ENTAIL REGULAR COMMUTING OF

BRITFORLEE PERSONNEL BY LANDING CRAFT OR HELICOPTER
TO HMS FEARLESS?

. GRATEFUL POR ANSWERS ON THESE POINTS DESKBY 290900Z,
TOGETHER WITH ANY PURTHER NEWS OF WHEN THE FORMAL REQUEST CAN BE

EXPECTED. 1IF ONE IS RECEIVED MEANWHILE, YOU SHOULD DRAW ON THE
POINTS IN PARA 1 ABOVE AND REPORT.

HOWE

[COPTES SENT TO §O 10 DOENING ST]
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