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1
COMMUNITY CHARGE: EXEMPTIONS
/

In your minute of 2 Juﬁé to the Prime Minister, you sought
agreement to Government amendments to the Local Government
Finance Bill, exempting from the Community Charge altogether
people who sleep rough, and volunteers; and providing for
automatic 80% reductions in liability for people who stay in
certain kinds of hostel.

I have no comment on your proposals for people who sleep rough
and those who stay in hostels but I do have some misgivings
about the proposal to exempt volunteers. It is very commendable
for young people to give up a year of their time to voluntary
work. But if they are to be completely exempt from the
Community Charge, they will be treated more favourably than
young adults in modestly paid jobs, and more favourably than
students. I see no real justification for this. Moreover, and
by contrast with the other groups your letter deals with,
volunteers are likely to be young people with a lively interest
in the work of their 1local authority; so there is a strong
argument from accountability for ensuring that they remain
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liable to the minimum 20% Community Charge. I do not
underestimate the political difficulty of taking a firm line on
this, but the concession you suggest would, in my view, be a
significant departure from the principle of a universal

Community Charge.

I am copying this letter to the recipients of your minute.

KENNETH CLARKE




