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June 16, 1988

Dear Prime Minister,

It is my firm belief that Japan should strengthen its
cooperation to securing peace and promoting international
cultural exchange as our contribution to the international
community. Moreover, now that Japan has acquired
substantial national strength, it is capable and firmly
determined to make major contributions in the field of
Official Development Assistance. This was the message of
my speech in London last month.

Japan is about to become the largest donor in-the
world next year, if not this year. At such a juncture, it
is natural that the future level, content and direction of
Japan's ODA become a focus of attention of the rest of the
world, which was impressed on me, for example, through my
recent visits to European countries.

Against this background, I decided to adopt the
Fourth Medium-Term Target of ODA a few days ago, in order
to clarify, at home and abroad, Japan's future ODA in
terms of its quantity, content and direction. While I
believe that the details of the Medium-Term Target has
already been explained to your Government by official
channels, I wish to personally convey its outlines to you:
3o A With a view to providing our ODA on a scale

commensurate to its national strength, Japan will provide







